FINAL EXAMINATION—comprehensive take home [300 points / 30% of course grade]                             Fall Semester, 2009
ENG 466-S1: Literature of the American West                                                                                      Dr. C. F. Warren, Instructor

GOAL of take-home final exam: To permit the student’s own competent and polished analysis of selected literary works.

Using MLA style format,* write a cogent and literate treatment of one of the three [3] topics listed below.   
Support your own analysis, observations, or assertions with relevant and specific quotes, incidents, and/or examples from your assigned readings for this course.   Remember, select only  one (1) essay topic @300 points:

[1]   In his introductory remarks to “Part Two: Challenges to a Western Mythology” of Literature of the American West, Greg Lyons observes: 

Some authors and filmmakers have exploited the trappings of the Western genre to its most deeply held beliefs about heroism and frontier success.  But such authors and directors, even in questioning Western values, cannot avoid evoking the particular appeal to a time that is forever lost....To recapture the past, even if that past is false and even if that work’s intent is to tell the truth, will always be the draw of the Western. (216)   

Citing specific authors, essayists, or poets and their works we have studied in this seminar, discuss the implications and validity of this statement.  
[2]   Alleging that at the heart of writing in the New West is a sincere re-interpretation of history that questions how Western myths continue to shape the present, essayist Marilynne Robinson (in “Hearing Silence: Western Myth Reconsidered”) further observes that  “....The West was an event in the life of the whole country, an astonishingly apt metaphor for a historic doubt as to the compatibility of freedom and civilization.”   

Using selected writers/works from at least two periods in the literary history of the American West, respond to Robinson’s assertions.   
[3]  Compare/contrast the voice/tone, content, objective(s), and cultural context surrounding the following authors and their assigned literary works: Bret Harte (“The Outcasts of Poker Flat,” 31);   Zane Grey (“The Ranger,” 149);  Stephen Crane (“The Blue Hotel,” 219);  and Sherman Alexie (“How to Write the Great American Indian Novel,” 413).
►PLEASE…before handing in your completed essay, please scan carefully for sentence/paragraph structure, spelling, punctuation, and clarity of meaning. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EXAM GROUNDRULES (please read entire contents before starting your essay):
· Your own carefully developed essay must be a minimum of 800 words, but NOT exceed five [5] typewritten, double-spaced, thoroughly edited, proofread pages. Please check your spelling accuracy (especially that of characters, places, and titles of literary works).
· Your inclusion of outside sources for this paper is optional but encouraged. 

·  Be sure to use pertinent examples [you must include specific quotations, detailed references, or specific incidents drawn from at least 4 of the literary works and readings assigned for this course] to support your clear and responsive observations/assertions and literary analysis.
· Please do not include a synopsis or summary for any of those literary works chosen, mentioned, or cited by you.

· Employ MLA format for your paper [everything double-spaced from start to finish; first line of each paragraph is indented 5 spaces; titles of published articles are to be placed in quotation marks; book, poem, and magazine titles are italicized].  For proper MLA format and help, see MLA 2009 pdf sample student research paper on Instructor’s homepage—www.drwarren.info  [this sample MLA paper is located under Research Links URL near bottom of instructor’s homepage]. 

·  *Your paper’s format must conform to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: MLA, 2009.  If you use and then must cite outside sources, you may employ www.easybib.com  (a free online tool for automatically formatting citations in both the text and Works Cited sections of your essay) but YOU alone are responsible for accuracy and MLA conformity. 
· Place your last name and page number in the upper right-hand corner of each page (again, see sample MLA essay at www.drwarren.info). 
· Place your name, course/section number, and date of submission on the first page of your essay’s text; there is no title page needed. Place your completed, proofread, and stapled essay into your portfolio. 
· Your completed portfolio (with final take-home essay inside) will be submitted in person by you--at the final in-class meeting or  on 17 December 2009; on these dates, submit your completed portfolio in HB-115.  You also may submit your completed portfolio in person on either of these two additional dates: Friday, 18 December 2009 at 2pm sharp in AB-101 or Monday, 21 December 2009 at 2pm sharp in AB-101 [Academic Building, room 101].   No internet, mailed, or left-in-faculty-mailbox submissions, please!
To my students:    Thank you for participating in this section of ENG 466.  
My guiding intent was to help you understand ideas, values, and writings of other eras and peoples that have contributed to the American Western experience and to its literary canon--and for you to be able to appreciate and analyze some remarkable variegated writing.  Please carry this knowledge with you and fondly remember the process of discovery.  
May each of you do your level best at every point in life--and may you always do the right thing.  
